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2025 has seen a steady growth of Automated Traffic Enforcement (ATE) across
North America. With rising pressure to reduce crashes, protect vulnerable road
users, and improve public confidence in enforcement, more cities and states
expanded or modernized their ATE programs than ever before.  

Key milestones from the year include 63 new communities implementing speed
cameras and 8 new communities adopting red-light camera programs, representing a
25% and 12% increase in deployment, respectively. 

This momentum is even more evident in
expanding school and work-zone enforcement
initiatives nationwide, reflecting a clear shift in
how jurisdictions are prioritizing safety.
Together, these adoption trends signal a broad
recognition: when enforcement technology is
implemented transparently and rigorously
tested, it becomes a powerful tool for reducing
risk, improving compliance, and enhancing
operational efficiency on the roads. 

Public agencies increasingly turned to data-driven tools to meet Vision Zero goals, reduce
manual workloads, and improve compliance without increasing in-person stops. As a
result, ATE is no longer a fringe or controversial concept, it’s becoming a standard
component of the modern traffic safety playbook. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Together, these adoption trends signal a broad recognition: when enforcement
technology is implemented transparently and rigorously tested, it becomes a
powerful tool for reducing risk, improving compliance, and enhancing operational
efficiency on the roads.



Visual highlights in this report illustrate year-over-year growth in adoption, reductions in key crash
metrics, and emerging patterns in community sentiment and policy alignment. These insights, paired
with analysis of technology innovation and legislative trends, provide a clear picture of where the
industry stands, and what’s coming next. Looking ahead to 2026, the ATE landscape will be shaped
by the integration of predictive analytics, a shift towards prevention over enforcement, AI-driven
evidence workflows, and deeper collaboration between public agencies and technology partners.
This report offers both a snapshot of progress in 2025 and an outlook into ATE development in 2026
and beyond. 

INTRODUCTION & PURPOSE – SUMMARY

Introduction & Purpose 

Automated Traffic Enforcement (ATE) has evolved substantially over the last decade. What began
as isolated deployments of red‑light cameras and speed cameras in a few jurisdictions is now part
of a broader shift toward data‑driven enforcement, operational efficiency and safer roads. 

The purpose of this report is to provide a clear benchmark of where ATE stands in North
America in 2025, and how agencies and technology partners can prepare for what’s next in
2026. It aims to provide valuable insights and action steps for transportation agencies,
enforcement authorities, city planners and technology stakeholders who are planning for the
future of traffic safety. 
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Evolution of ATE 

The roots of automated enforcement in the U.S. trace back decades. For example,
systems of automated speed enforcement (ASE) and red‑light cameras were
documented as early as the 1980s and 1990s. 

Studies over the years have consistently found that automated
enforcement can reduce excessive speeds and certain types of
crashes. NHTSA 

https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/812257_systemanalysisase.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Despite early adoption, growth has been uneven. A recent report from the Governors Highway Safety
Association (GHSA) notes that “automated speed enforcement, if deployed equitably and applied
appropriately […] can provide significant benefits.” Governors Highway Safety Association 
 
In a similar development, traffic‑safety trends, including Vision Zero goals, increasing emphasis on
vulnerable road‑users (pedestrians and cyclists), and constrained manual‑enforcement capacity,
have contributed to the rise of ATE as a effective, strategic tool rather than just an “alternative” to
traditional police enforcement. 
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Today, ATE is not solely about issuing citations; it’s about gathering and acting on
reliable data, streamlining evidence workflows, and integrating enforcement into
broader traffic‑management and smart‑city ecosystems. 

A recent article states that “Automated Traffic Enforcement (ATE) is increasingly recognized as a
key tool in reducing road fatalities, deterring dangerous driving behaviors, and advancing Vision
Zero goals.” Elovate

For agencies, this means leveraging enforcement systems not only to penalize unsafe behavior, but
to monitor trends, allocate resources, evaluate countermeasures, and communicate results to the
public.The ability to calibrate enforcement devices, verify system accuracy, and support
transparency is now central to successful deployment. 

GROWING IMPORTANCE OF DATA‑DRIVEN
ENFORCEMENT 

This report will explore how policy, technology, public sentiment, outcomes and challenges intersect
in 2025 and will offer a roadmap for 2026. It will further deliver proof that properly‑implemented ATE
can deliver dual benefits: improved road‑safety outcomes and enhanced operational efficiency. 

https://www.ghsa.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/AE_newera_12-5-23_0.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://elovate.com/blog/legislation-role-automated-enforcement-usa-canada/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


POLICY LANDSCAPE – SUMMARY 

In 2025, several U.S. states introduced or expanded legislation enabling the use of ATE, particularly
in high-risk zones such as school and work zones: 

Policy Landscape 
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Across regions, ATE programs are increasingly focused on targeted safety priorities, namely,
school zones, work zones, and pedestrian corridors. Mobile and flexible enforcement
strategies are also gaining traction, allowing jurisdictions to adjust coverage areas based on
real-time risk data. 

States are pairing legislation with clear standards on signage, calibration, and transparent
program reporting to avoid public backlash and strengthen legitimacy. 

North Carolina: House Bill 982 (NC Highway Safety Act of 2025) authorized
the use of electronic speed-measuring systems in state-maintained highway
work zones, with civil penalties. A separate statute approved the use of
automated cameras in school zones during posted hours.  
Maryland: A new law that took effect on October 1, 2025, permits automated
speed enforcement in residential and school zones, with escalating penalties
based on speed. This is part of the state’s broader Vision Zero commitment,
and adds to existing work zone enforcement programs.  
Connecticut’s Department of Transportation has begun approving
automated speed and red-light camera sites statewide, including in cities like
New Haven and Milford, indicating a coordinated state-level role in
permitting local enforcement programs under existing law.

Regional Trends in Modernization & Flexible Deployment

https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/House/PDF/H982v1.pdf
https://nccriminallaw.sog.unc.edu/new-legislation-authorizes-enforcement-of-school-zone-speed-limits-through-automated-cameras
https://elovate.com/our-customers/maryland-work-zone-enforcement/
https://elovate.com/our-customers/maryland-work-zone-enforcement/
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CASE EXAMPLES OF SCALING PILOTS 

Several jurisdictions that previously operated pilot programs are moving toward full-
scale adoption. For example, Charlotte, North Carolina had earlier tested
photographic speed enforcement and saw reduced crash severity in target corridors.
New statewide authorization now allows cities to act on these proven results. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico provides another
strong example of a successful pilot evolving
into a larger, more modern safety program. After
launching its automated speed enforcement
pilot in 2022, the city reported major reductions
in excessive speeding and significant declines in
severe crashes. In 2025, Albuquerque replaced
20 older units with 20 of Elovate’s 4k, multi-lane
high-accuracy camera systems — upgrading the
entire existing network — and is adding eight
new speed safety cameras in high-risk corridors
to expand coverage. This combination of
replacement and expansion shows how strong
pilot results can lay the groundwork for broader,
technology-enabled safety improvements.

Shift in Federal and State Enablement 

Federal infrastructure and safety grants increasingly support technology-based enforcement as part
of the Safe System approach. The USDOT’s competitive grants dashboard shows that ATE may be
eligible under technology demonstration or deployment categories. 

GHSA’s 2024 report also highlights federal guidance now available to help communities launch
equitable, outcome-based enforcement programs. 

Moreover, some states are aligning ATE legislation with funding incentives or data reporting
frameworks to ensure community benefits. These policy moves reflect a broader tone: enforcement
must be transparent, fair, and linked to measurable public safety outcomes, not just revenue
generation. 

After launching an automated
speed enforcement pilot in 2022,

Albuquerque reported major
reductions in speeding and severe

crashes.

https://elovate.com/blog/albuquerque-expands-automated-speed-enforcement/
https://elovate.com/blog/albuquerque-expands-automated-speed-enforcement/
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STATE LEGISLATION
PASSED 

ENFORCEMENT
TYPE  FOCUS AREA NOTES

NORTH
CAROLINA 

Yes 
(HB 982) 

Speed, 
Camera-Based 

School, Work
Zones 

Civil penalties authorized;
signage and calibration

mandated 

MARYLAND 
Yes 

(HB182/SB118
October 2025) 

Speed
Enforcement 

Residential Zones 
Escalating fines tied to speed;

Vision Zero framework 

CONNECTICUT
Yes 

(ATESD Program;
2024–2025 rollout) 

Speed & Red-light
enforcement

School Zones, High-
Risk Corridors,

Work Zones

State-approved framework
requiring CTDOT plan approval;
municipalities procure vendors;
separate CTDOT-led automated
work-zone speed enforcement

program 

KENTUCKY 
Yes

(HB664 Jared Lee
Helton Act) 

Speed 
enforcement 

Work Zones  

Allows automated
speed‑enforcement devices in

active highway work zones when
workers + marked vehicle +

officer are present 

WASHINGTON
(STATE) 

Not yet enacted into
law (HB 1423 )

Automated noise
enforcement Residential Zones 

Authorizing the use of
automated vehicle noise

enforcement cameras in vehicle-
racing camera enforcement

zones. 

Federal infrastructure and safety grants increasingly support technology-based 
enforcement as part of the Safe System approach. The USDOT’s competitive 
grants dashboard shows that ATE may be eligible under technology demonstration 
or deployment categories. 

GHSA’s 2024 report also highlights federal guidance now available to help communities launch
equitable, outcome-based enforcement programs. 

Moreover, some states are aligning ATE legislation with funding incentives or data reporting
frameworks to ensure community benefits. These policy moves reflect a broader tone:
enforcement must be transparent, fair, and linked to measurable public safety outcomes, not just
revenue generation. 

Shift in Federal and State Enablement 
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2025 ATE LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY TABLE 



SMART CITY INTEGRATION 
ATE SOLUTIONS ARE BEGINNING TO INTEGRATE WITH BROADER SMART CITY INFRASTRUCTURE, LINKING

ENFORCEMENT TOOLS WITH REAL-TIME TRAFFIC FLOW DATA, PUBLIC SAFETY NETWORKS, AND
MUNICIPAL PERFORMANCE SYSTEMS. THIS CREATES OPPORTUNITIES TO PROACTIVELY TARGET HIGH-

RISK ZONES AND MEASURE ENFORCEMENT OUTCOMES AS PART OF A UNIFIED MOBILITY STRATEGY. 

Technology continues to evolve rapidly across the enforcement landscape, enabling
cities and states to modernize their ATE programs in ways that are more accurate,
efficient, and aligned with broader public safety goals. 
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TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION  

AI-Powered Detection & Classification 

Cloud-Based Evidence & Real-Time Dashboards 

The rise of AI-based systems is helping agencies better identify
and categorize violations with fewer false positives. These
systems can improve object recognition, distinguish between
vehicle types, and adapt to complex environments like multi-
lane intersections or variable speed zones. AI doesn't replace
human review, it strengthens it by increasing confidence and
reducing workload in evidence validation workflows. 

Agencies are increasingly moving toward cloud-hosted
platforms that streamline how enforcement data is stored,
accessed, and processed. Cloud platforms support real-time
dashboards, centralized evidence review, and remote approvals
— reducing lag between detection and resolution. These
systems also make it easier to scale enforcement across
multiple zones while maintaining integrity and audit trails. 

Smart City Integration 

ATE solutions are beginning to integrate with broader smart
city infrastructure, linking enforcement tools with real-time
traffic flow data, public safety networks, and municipal
performance systems. This creates opportunities to proactively
target high-risk zones and measure enforcement outcomes as
part of a unified mobility strategy. 



As technology continues to accelerate, Elovate embraces a
challenge-based culture — constantly iterating, testing, and
refining to meet evolving client needs. While not every capability
mentioned here is fully productized yet, our commitment is clear:
we adapt fast, listen closely, and build for impact. 

Whether supporting smarter workflows, improving customer
support, or strengthening data integrity, our goal is to empower
public agencies with tools that serve communities — not just
compliance. 

Data-Driven Prevention & Equity-First Deployment 

The future of enforcement is not just citation-based, it’s
predictive. Agencies are already using analytics to shift from
reactive enforcement to proactive prevention, identifying risk
patterns and adjusting camera placement accordingly. There’s
also growing attention on equity, ensuring technology is deployed
fairly and reflects community input. 

Innovation Culture at Elovate 
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“At Elovate, innovation is driven by real
operational challenges our customers face
every day. We test, iterate, and refine with

purpose, ensuring new capabilities translate
into reliable, scalable solutions that deliver
tangible results and make a lasting impact.”

— Tim Bigwood, Chief Operating Officer



SMART CITY INTEGRATION 
ATE SOLUTIONS ARE BEGINNING TO INTEGRATE WITH BROADER SMART CITY INFRASTRUCTURE, LINKING

ENFORCEMENT TOOLS WITH REAL-TIME TRAFFIC FLOW DATA, PUBLIC SAFETY NETWORKS, AND
MUNICIPAL PERFORMANCE SYSTEMS. THIS CREATES OPPORTUNITIES TO PROACTIVELY TARGET HIGH-

RISK ZONES AND MEASURE ENFORCEMENT OUTCOMES AS PART OF A UNIFIED MOBILITY STRATEGY. 

COMMUNITY & PUBLIC SENTIMENT 
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